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forward and examine that. This after n o o n  we p r o b a b l y  won't be 
able to ge t  to the m e a t  of this bill, b ut I . . .because  there are 
t w o ... t h e r e 1s a tech n i c a l  amendment and two a m e n d m e n t s  of other 
b ills t hat two other senators asked me abut p u t t i n g  on this 
bill, and we'll get to those b e f o r e  we'll get to the m a i n  debate 
on this bill. Bu t  I do w a n t  to g ive y ou a litt l e  bit of 
information. There have b e e n  studies b y  th e  C r a s h  Injury 
Re s e a r c h  an d  Eng i n e e r i n g  N e t w o r k  that show t h a t  inapprop r i a t e l y  
re s t r a i n e d  chi l d r e n  t hat are in ill- f i t t i n g  adult seat belts are 
three and a half times more likely to suffer a seve r e  injury in 
a crash t h a n  th e i r  app r o p r i a t e l y  r e s t r a i n e d  p e e r s . A n d  this is 
in the a r ticle t h a t . . . o r  t he pa m p h l e t  that y o u ' v e  r e c e i v e d  that 
looks like this. It's cal l e d  "Child Pa s s e n g e r s  at R isk in 
America." It has a p i c t u r e  of a little girl wh o  is w i t h i n  this 
age group that w e ' r e  t a l k i n g  about, h a n g i n g  out th e  window, for 
lack of a bett e r  word. A nd this is p u b l i s h e d  in F e b r u a r y  of 
2 0 0 2 , and it's some of th e  m o s t  recent i n f o r m a t i o n  on this 
issue, and I h o p e  you'll hav e a cha n c e  to t ak e a look at that. 
The re was also a study b y  the Centers for D i s e a s e  C o n trol and 
P r e v e n t i o n  in 1999 that looked at this issue. F i n d i n g s  of that 
were t hat we h ave a s i g nificant n u m b e r  of kids in this 
pa r t i c u l a r  age g r o u p  wh o  are still d y i n g  and b e i n g  severely 
injured o n  hi g h w a y s  b e c a u s e  t h ey're i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y  restrained, 
either b y  n ot h a v i n g  t hem in a b o o s t e r  seat, or b e c a u s e  they're 
in an adult seat belt. I should also say that an adult seat 
belt d o e s n ' t  always re s t r a i n  children. A n d  th e r e  ar e  instances 
of N e b r a s k a  chi l d r e n  and chi l d r e n  in the country, around the 
country, who h a v e  b een t h r o w n  from a v e h i c l e  w h i l e  in an adult 
safet y belt, a nd w e r e  killed. An d  this is a t r a g e d y  that we can 
p r event h a p p e n i n g  again in our state, a n d . . . a n d  also the severe 
injuries that result from chi l d r e n  b e i n g  in the w r o n g  type of 
child restraint. The b ill itself contains four parts, one of 
t hem t hat several of you h a v e  talk e d  to m e  about, I voluntarily 
p u lling w i t h  t he amendment that follows. A n d  it d e l etes the 
language that w o u l d  have d i r e c t e d  t he m o n e y  from the 
B r i d g e s t o n e / F i r e s t o n e  settlement to the H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  D ivision 
for m ore e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  on this issue. An d  I recognize 
the c o n c e r n  that you all have. This was one - t i m e  money, not 
taxpayer money, that was comi n g  to t he state f rom the 
f i r e . . .B rid gestone/Firestone settlement. I felt it was
ap p ro pr iat e to us e  as we've d one w i t h  t o b a c c o  se t t l e m e n t  for
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